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“Position of the Ruling Authority in Iraq Towards the Arbaeen

Pilgrimage (19211939- CE)”
Prof. Dr. Mohammad Fahd Al-Qaisi
Prof. Dr. Hassan Ali Abdullah

College of Education for Human Sciences / Wasit University mfa

The ruling authority in Iraq and through most of its eras has
tried to define the Shiite component in establishing the religious
rituals associated with it, especially the rituals of condolence
on the anniversary of the martyrdom of Imam Hussein and his
companions, peace be upon them. By the ruling authorities, or
they contribute to revealing the methods of existing governments
in cases of discrimination and marginalization, as well as cases
of mass and emotional mobilization that accompany these
rituals, which makes them a fertile environment for the launch of
protests, uprisings, and even revolutions, so they were obscured
or attempted to prevent their occurrence or reduce Number of

visitors in various ways.

Shiite religious references have encouraged the establishment
of religious and Husseini rituals because they could be a means
of spreading religious awareness in popular circles and activating
the religious and sectarian message movement. It seems that this
encouragement does not fall within the intellectual luxury. In
addition to the religious encouragement to it, participation in the
Husseini rituals represents an attempt to draw people’s feelings
to their reality and make participation in ceremonies an effort

to discuss internal and external events, especially political and
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economic events in society, expressing one’s position on it, and
communicating the situation to the public. The authority, directly
or indirectly, criticized the incorrect cases, and thus the Arbaeen
visit of Imam Hussein and his companions (PBUH) became an
occasion for exchanging ideas and learning about the events
taking place in various regions, and thinking about future plans

for reality at all levels.

In general, the restriction by the ruling authorities of the
Husseini rituals, represented by the Arbaeen visit, created a great
state of congestion and anger among an important component of the
Iraqi people, which led them to lack confidence in the successive
governments, which negatively affected their affiliation with the

state in general.

: Governing Authority, Iraq, Forty-Day Visit
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