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The Arbaeen pilgrimage is a religious ritual protected by
the Iraqi constitution (2005) in Article 43«<which guarantees
the freedom for all followers of any religion or sect to practice
their religious rites¢<including the sacred Hussaini rituals. The
significance of the Arbaeen pilgrimage goes beyond its religious
aspecteas it carries a protest message against the oppression of
Imam Hussain (AS) and serves as a prelude to the awaited Imam
(AS). The pilgrimage has acquired a political dimension¢<alongside
its religious importance<and has extended its impact to educational

and psychological aspects for the participating believers.

Due to its wide-ranging socialceducational<and political
influence<the importance and depth of its impact on both the Iraqi
and international communities have emerged. It has become a
powerful intellectual force and a means of expressing opinions

and driving change at various levels and platforms.

Thus:«it is crucial to consider the Arbaeen pilgrimage from a

broader perspectivecacknowledging its religious and political
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nature. The Iraqi legislative authority must take this into account
and incorporate it into the law regulating freedom of expression and
demonstration<which is hoped to be enacted«to provide sufficient
legal protection and necessary regulatory attention to safeguard
its objectives. This is similar to any other demonstration that is
carried out within a legal framework in Iraq and is accompanied
by organizational rights<which the administration must uphold-<lest

they violate the rules of legal legitimacy.

Therefore«it deserves legislative and regulatory attention
in all aspects of regulatory law to present it to the international
community as a legitimate demonstration worthy of protection
and recognition as a fundamental freedom in all international
conventions and declarations¢<similar to other demonstrations
defined by international law<obligating all nations to guarantee

and protect them as fundamental freedoms.
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