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The Visit of Al-Arba’een and its Value Connotations

rima husayn amhaz
Faculty of Arts and Humanities

Lebanese University

Plentiful texts have been recurred in describing the great recompense
that results from visiting the graves of the imams, peace be upon them,
and standing at their holy thresholds, where Imam Hussein, peace be
upon him, occupies a special position in this field. As was reported
on the authority of the Messenger of God, may God bless him and
grant him peace, and on the authority of Ahl al-Bayt, peace be upon
him, visiting his honorable grave contains spiritual gains as well as
intellectual and moral interests that are not comparable to visiting any
other mausoleum. Wherefore, we find the Imami Shiites, the followers
of Ahl al-Bayt, peace be upon them, flock towards Holy Karbala from all
over the world to visit the shrine of Imam Hussein, peace be upon him,
on public days of the year, and on honourable days and special times

that have an advantage with God Almighty. This is because standing on
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that majestic edifice has a divine and royal attraction and sad reflections
that accommodates the endocardium. To add, his sacred soil, which was
watered with his pure blood, still smells of dignity mixed with the spirit

of Prophet hood and Imamate.

This phenomenon is not new, but it started from the date of the
martyrdom of Imam Hussein, peace be upon him, until now. The Shiites
have preserved this magnificent matter, where they exerted all their
efforts and capabilities for this purpose, made enormous sacrifices, and

faced various hostile challenges with steadfastness and resistance.

Because the Ziyarte AL-Arba’een is of special importance to the
Shiites for its divine and merciful treasures, our deficient mind is unable
to comprehend it, nor to comprehend the royal contents of the Lord
of the worlds that He singled out for this eternal visit and throughout
history. Therefore, this research came to try to look at its importance, its
semantic dimensions, and the extent of its reflection on the soul and the
human psyche, and what this sacred rite inspires him from the spiritual
attraction to the Master of Martyrs in particular, and to the martyrs of
At-Taff in general, and what it provokes from the psychological and
social interactions of visitors and the resulting behaviors and symbols

in which the values of truth, goodness, generosity and virtue overlap.

Imam Hussein, peace be upon him — Ziyarte AL-Arba’een

— value connotations.
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