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Zeyart AL-Arbaeen is the largest annual religious gathering in the
world, with millions of Shia Muslims visiting Karbala, Iraq, every
year. This study aims to investigate the impact of environmental
collaboration on sustainable Islamic tourism development, Taking
Zeyart AL-Arbaeen as a case study. The research employed a mixed-
method approach, involving both qualitative and quantitative data
collection methods. Data were collected from both primary and
secondary sources, including interviews, surveys, and literature
reviews. The findings indicate that environmental collaboration
can positively impact sustainable Islamic tourism development by
promoting sustainable practices, reducing environmental degradation,
enhancing socio-cultural awareness, and fostering economic growth.
The study also recommends that the Iraqi government, in collaboration
with religious leaders and other stakeholders, develop policies and

strategies to ensure the sustainability of Zeyart AL-Arbaeen.

Zeyart AL-Arbaeen,environmental collaboration,
sustainable Islamic tourism development, socio-cultural awareness,

economic growth.
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Tourism is an important sector of the global economy, contributing
significantly to job creation, economic growth, and poverty reduction
(UNWTO, 2021). Islamic tourism, also known as halal tourism, is
a rapidly growing segment of the global tourism industry, attracting
millions of Muslim tourists every year. Islamic tourism involves
traveling to destinations that cater to the cultural, religious, and lifestyle
needs of Muslims, including halal food, prayer facilities, and Islamic

art and architecture (Kozak & Baloglu, 2011).

The Arbaeen pilgrimage is one of the largest annual religious
gatherings in the world, attracting millions of Shia Muslims from
around the world to Karbala, Iraq, every year. The pilgrimage
commemorates the martyrdom of Imam Hussein, the grandson of
Prophet Muhammad (SAWA), who was killed in the battle of Karbala
in 680 AD. The Arbaeen pilgrimage has a significant socio-cultural
and economic impact on Iraq, with millions of pilgrims visiting the
country each year, generating significant revenue for local businesses
and the government (Mazhar & Rafiq, 2020).

However, the Arbaeen pilgrimage also has a significant
environmental impact, with millions of pilgrims generating waste,
contributing to air and water pollution, and putting pressure on local
resources (Dabbagh & Pousti, 2018). Therefore, it is important to
examine the impact of environmental collaboration on sustainable
Islamic tourism development, using the Arbaeen pilgrimage as a case

study. This study aims to investigate the impact of environmental
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collaboration on sustainable Islamic tourism development, using the

Arbaeen pilgrimage as a case study.

Environmental collaboration involves the cooperation of various
stakeholders, including governments, non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), businesses, and communities, to achieve sustainable
development goals (Koens et al., 2018). Environmental collaboration
is an important tool for promoting sustainable tourism development,
as it enables stakeholders to work together to identify and address
environmental issues, develop sustainable tourism policies and
strategies, and implement sustainable tourism practices (Budeanu,
2020).

Environmental collaboration can also enhance socio-cultural
awareness by promoting respect for local customs and traditions,
fostering cultural exchange and understanding, and promoting
community involvement in tourism development (Murphy &
Bayley, 2020). Furthermore, environmental collaboration can foster
economic growth by creating new job opportunities, promoting local
entrepreneurship, and attracting investment in tourism infrastructure
(Jafari & Scott, 2014).
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Islamic tourism is a type of religious tourism that involves travel
to destinations with significant religious or cultural significance to
Muslims. Islamic tourism has gained increasing popularity in recent
years, with millions of Muslims from around the world traveling to
destinations such as Mecca, Medina, and Jerusalem for pilgrimage and
other religious purposes. This literature review provides an overview
of the existing literature on Islamic tourism, including its history,

development, and significance.

Islamic tourism has a long history, dating back to the time of the
Prophet Muhammad (SAWA). The Hajj, or pilgrimage to Mecca, is
one of the Five Pillars of Islam and has been a central practice of the
faith since its inception. In addition to the Hajj, many other religious
sites and destinations have developed around the world, attracting

millions of Muslims each year.

In recent years, Islamic tourism has experienced significant growth,
with the number of Muslim travelers increasing rapidly. According to the
Mastercard-CrescentRating Global Muslim Travel Index 2019, the global
Muslim travel market was worth $194 billion, with over 140 million Muslim
travelers in 2018. This growth has been driven by factors such as rising
affluence among Muslim populations, increased awareness of halal tourism

options, and the growth of the Muslim middle class.
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Islamic tourism is significant for several reasons. Firstly, it has
important economic implications, generating significant revenue for
destinations and contributing to local economies. In addition, Islamic
tourism can help to promote cultural exchange and understanding
between different nations and cultures. Finally, Islamic tourism has
important religious and spiritual significance, providing an opportunity
for Muslims to connect with their faith and to deepen their religious

knowledge.

Research on Islamic tourism has focused on a range of topics,
including the motivations and preferences of Muslim travelers, the
impact of Islamic tourism on local communities and economies, and
the challenges and opportunities for sustainable tourism development.

Some key themes in the literature include:

Motivations and Preferences of Muslim Travelers: Research
has explored the motivations and preferences of Muslim travelers,
including their preferences for halal food, prayer facilities, and other
religious amenities. For example, a study by Abu-Saad (2013) found
that Muslim travelers valued destinations with strong Islamic heritage

and culture, as well as those with strong halal tourism infrastructure.

Impact of Islamic Tourism on Local Communities and Economies:
Research has also explored the impact of Islamic tourism on local

communities and economies. Some studies have found that Islamic
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tourism can provide significant economic benefits to destinations,
particularly through the development of infrastructure and services
to support religious tourism. For example, a study by Al-Hamarneh
and Mohd-Don (2012) found that the development of Islamic tourism
in Malaysia had led to significant economic growth, particularly in

the areas of hospitality and food service.

Challenges and Opportunities for Sustainable Tourism Development:
Research has also highlighted the challenges and opportunities for
sustainable tourism development in the context of Islamic tourism.
Some studies have identified issues such as environmental degradation,
cultural erosion, and social inequality as significant challenges facing
sustainable tourism development in Muslim countries. For example,
a study by Tazim (2016) identified the need for sustainable tourism
development practices in the context of the Hajj pilgrimage in Saudi

Arabia, including waste reduction and resource conservation.

Islamic tourism is an important and growing sector of the global
tourism industry, with significant economic, cultural, and religious
implications. Research on Islamic tourism has focused on a range of
topics, including the motivations and preferences of Muslim travelers,
the impact of Islamic tourism on local communities and economies, and
the challenges and opportunities for sustainable tourism development.
As the Muslim travel market continues to grow, further research will
be necessary to understand the factors driving this growth and to
identify strategies for promoting sustainable and responsible tourism

practices in the context of Islamic tourism.
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Despite the growth of Islamic tourism, there are still challenges
to be addressed, such as the lack of standardization in halal tourism
certification, environmental sustainability, and the need for cultural
preservation. Nevertheless, with increased attention and investment in
Islamic tourism, there is significant potential for this sector to contribute
to economic growth, cultural exchange, and spiritual development

for Muslim travelers around the world.

Sustainable tourism development has become an increasingly
important topic in the tourism industry. It refers to the development
and management of tourism in a way that balances economic, social,
and environmental considerations, while meeting the needs of present
and future generations. This literature review provides an overview of
the existing literature on sustainable tourism development, including

its history, definitions, key concepts, challenges, and opportunities.

The concept of sustainable tourism development emerged in the
1980s in response to growing concerns about the negative impacts of
tourism on the environment and local communities. The Brundtland
Report (1987) defined sustainable development as “development that

meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of
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future generations to meet their own needs.” This definition provided
a framework for the development of sustainable tourism, which
emphasizes the integration of environmental, economic, and social

considerations in tourism planning and management.

The key concepts of sustainable tourism development include
environmental sustainability, social sustainability, and economic
sustainability. Environmental sustainability refers to the protection
and preservation of natural resources and ecosystems, including
biodiversity, water resources, and energy. Social sustainability refers to
the promotion of social equity and inclusion, as well as the preservation
of cultural heritage and local communities. Economic sustainability
refers to the creation of economic benefits for local communities and

the tourism industry, while minimizing negative economic impacts.

There are several challenges and opportunities for sustainable
tourism development. One challenge is the need to balance the conflicting
goals of economic development and environmental protection. This
requires the development of sustainable tourism policies and practices
that promote economic growth while minimizing negative impacts on

the environment and local communities.

Another challenge is the lack of stakeholder engagement and

participation in tourism planning and decision-making processes.
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This can lead to a lack of ownership and commitment to sustainable
tourism development initiatives, and can limit the effectiveness of

these initiatives.

Opportunities for sustainable tourism development include the
potential to create new jobs and economic opportunities, promote
cultural exchange and understanding, and support the conservation
of natural and cultural resources. Sustainable tourism can also help
to promote social inclusion and equity, particularly for marginalized

communities.

Research on sustainable tourism development has focused on a
range of topics, including the impact of tourism on the environment
and local communities, the role of stakeholders in tourism planning
and decision-making, and the effectiveness of sustainable tourism

policies and practices. Some key themes in the literature include:

Sustainable Tourism Planning and Management: Research
has explored the importance of sustainable tourism planning and
management, including the need for stakeholder engagement, the use
of sustainable tourism indicators, and the development of sustainable
tourism policies and practices. For example, a study by Jamal and
Getz (1995) highlighted the importance of stakeholder participation
in tourism planning and decision-making, and identified the need for
the development of sustainable tourism indicators to measure progress

towards sustainability goals.
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Community-Based Tourism: Research has also explored the
potential of community-based tourism as a model for sustainable
tourism development. Community-based tourism involves the
development of tourism initiatives that are owned and managed by
local communities, and that prioritize the preservation of natural and
cultural resources. For example, a study by Ashley and Roe (2001)
highlighted the potential of community-based tourism in promoting

sustainable tourism development in rural areas.

Sustainable Tourism Certification: Research has also explored
the role of sustainable tourism certification in promoting sustainable
tourism development. Sustainable tourism certification programs, such
as Green Globe and EarthCheck, provide a framework for tourism
businesses and destinations to measure and improve their sustainability
performance. For example, a study by Karami et al. (2017) found
that sustainable tourism certification programs can contribute to
the adoption of sustainable tourism practices and can enhance the

reputation and competitiveness of tourism businesses and destinations.
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Sustainable Islamic tourism development is a relatively new
concept that has gained increasing attention in recent years. It involves
the integration of Islamic principles and values with sustainable tourism
development practices, with the aim of creating a more responsible and
ethical tourism industry that promotes environmental conservation,

social inclusion, and economic growth.

Islamic tourism is a rapidly growing sector that has significant
potential for sustainable development. According to the World
Tourism Organization (UNWTO), Muslim tourists accounted for 10%
of global tourism in 2019, with an estimated 140 million Muslim
visitors. Moreover, the global Muslim travel market is expected to
reach $300 billion by 2026, making it a significant contributor to the

global tourism industry.

Several studies have highlighted the importance of sustainable
Islamic tourism development and its potential benefits. For example,
Al-Sabbagh (2014) argued that Islamic tourism should be based on the
principles of sustainability and responsible tourism, and that it should
promote environmental conservation, social inclusion, and economic
growth. Similarly, Kozak and Kozak (2015) highlighted the role of
Islamic values such as environmental stewardship, social justice, and

ethical behavior in promoting sustainable tourism development.

One of the key challenges in sustainable Islamic tourism
development is the lack of a comprehensive framework for integrating
Islamic principles with sustainable tourism practices. However, several

studies have proposed frameworks for sustainable Islamic tourism
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development. For example, Shamsuddin and Ramli (2018) developed
a framework for sustainable Islamic tourism based on four principles:
tawhid (oneness of God), khilafah (stewardship), tazkiyah (purification),
and ihsan (excellence). The framework emphasizes the need for
sustainable tourism practices that promote environmental conservation,
social inclusion, and economic growth, while also respecting Islamic

values and principles.

Collaboration and partnerships between stakeholders are also
important for sustainable Islamic tourism development. Several
studies have highlighted the role of collaboration in promoting
sustainable tourism development. For example, Jamal and Getz (1995)
proposed a collaboration theory that emphasizes the importance of
collaboration between stakeholders in community tourism planning.
Similarly, Ashworth and Page (2011) highlighted the importance
of partnerships between public and private sector organizations in

promoting sustainable tourism development.

In conclusion, sustainable Islamic tourism development is a
growing sector with significant potential for promoting sustainable
development. However, there is a need for a comprehensive framework
for integrating Islamic principles with sustainable tourism practices,
as well as for collaboration and partnerships between stakeholders.
Future research should focus on developing and implementing such
frameworks, and on evaluating the effectiveness of sustainable Islamic

tourism development initiatives.

458 The impact of environmental collaboration on sustainable Islamic ....



Zeyart AL-Arbaeen is an annual event that takes place in Iraq,
during which millions of Shia Muslims from around the world gather in
the city of Karbala to commemorate the martyrdom of Imam Hussain
(AS), the grandson of the Prophet Muhammad (SAWA). The event
has significant cultural, social, and economic importance and has been
recognized as the world’s largest annual gathering of people. However,
the sheer scale of the event can have significant environmental impacts,
particularly in terms of waste management, water consumption, and air
pollution. In recent years, there has been a growing recognition of the
need to address these environmental concerns through collaborative
efforts between different stakeholders, including the government, local

communities, and pilgrims themselves.

Arbaeen is an annual Shia Muslim religious pilgrimage to the
holy city of Karbala in Iraq, which commemorates the martyrdom of
Imam Hussain (AS), the grandson of Prophet Muhammad, and his
companions in the Battle of Karbala in 680 AD (Abbas & Alkhafaji,
2021). The pilgrimage is considered the largest annual gathering of
people in the world, with millions of pilgrims from different parts of

the world participating in the event (Ali, 2020).

Zeyart AL-Arbaeen has been studied extensively in the literature,
with a focus on various aspects, including its historical and religious

significance, socio-political implications, and economic and
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environmental impacts. The following section provides a review of

the literature of Zeyart AL- Arbaeen.

The historical and religious significance of Zeyart AL- Arbaeen has
been widely discussed in the literature. The pilgrimage is considered an
act of devotion and love for Imam Hussain and his sacrifice for the sake
of justice and humanity (Abbas & Alkhafaji, 2021). The pilgrimage also
has a significant historical and political importance, as it has been used
as a platform for political expression and resistance against oppression
and tyranny (Al-Ali & Al-Naser, 2019).

Zeyart AL-Arbaeen has significant socio-political implications,
particularly in the context of Iraq, where the pilgrimage takes place.
The event has been used as a platform for political expression and
resistance against oppression and tyranny (Al-Ali & Al-Naser, 2019).
The pilgrimage has also been associated with the Shia-Sunni divide,
with some Sunni groups opposing the event due to its Shia sectarian
nature (Haddad, 2018).

Zeyart AL-Arbaeen has significant economic implications for the
local economy of Karbala and Iraq as a whole. The event generates
significant revenues for the tourism and hospitality industries, as

well as for local businesses and vendors (Ali, 2020). However, there
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are also economic challenges associated with the event, including
the high costs of hosting and managing such a large-scale event, as
well as the potential for corruption and exploitation of pilgrims by
unscrupulous actors (Abbas & Alkhafaji, 2021).

Zeyart AL-Arbaeen has significant environmental impacts,
including the generation of large amounts of waste, pollution, and
depletion of natural resources (Al-Khafaji et al., 2020). However,
there is limited research on the environmental impacts of the event,

and there is a need for more comprehensive studies on the subject.

Zeyart AL-Arbaeen is a significant religious and cultural event
that has important implications for various aspects of Iraqi society.
The event presents both opportunities and challenges for sustainable
development, including environmental collaboration, economic
development, and social and political expression. Further research
is needed to better understand the impacts of the event and to identify
strategies for promoting sustainable development in the context of
Zeyart AL-Arbaeen.

Environmental collaboration is the process of working together
to address environmental issues and concerns. It involves engaging
different stakeholders and encouraging them to take collective action
to protect the environment. In the context of Zeyart AL-Arbaeen,

environmental collaboration involves working together to reduce the

Ismail Ibrahim And Others 461



environmental impact of the event while ensuring that it continues

to meet the cultural, social, and economic needs of the participants.

One approach to environmental collaboration is the use of
sustainable tourism practices. Sustainable tourism is defined as
“tourism that takes full account of its current and future economic,
social and environmental impacts, addressing the needs of visitors,
the industry, the environment and host communities” (World Tourism
Organization, 1998). Sustainable tourism development aims to ensure
that tourism activities are conducted in a way that is environmentally

responsible, socially and culturally sensitive, and economically viable.

Several studies have examined the impact of sustainable tourism
practices on Zeyart AL-Arbaeen. For example, Al-Khafaji et al. (2019)
investigated the impact of eco-friendly practices on the management
of solid waste during the pilgrimage. The study found that by
implementing eco-friendly practices, such as separating recyclable
waste, reducing littering, and promoting environmental awareness
among pilgrims, the amount of solid waste generated during the event

could be significantly reduced.

Another approach to environmental collaboration 1is the
involvement of local communities in the planning and management
of the pilgrimage. Local communities play a vital role in ensuring
that the event is conducted in a way that is socially and culturally
sensitive, and that the needs of the community are taken into account.
For example, Al-Farhan and Al-Jabri (2019) examined the role of local

communities in managing the environmental impact of the Arbaeen
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pilgrimage in the city of Karbala. The study found that by involving
local communities in the planning and management of the event,
the environmental impact could be reduced while also promoting

community engagement and empowerment.

In addition to sustainable tourism practices and community
involvement, there is a growing recognition of the need for collaboration
between different stakeholders in the management of the Arbaeen
pilgrimage. This includes collaboration between government agencies,
non-governmental organizations, and private sector stakeholders. For
example, Al-Ansari et al. (2021) examined the role of collaboration
between the government and private sector in the management of the
pilgrimage. The study found that by working together, the government
and private sector could promote sustainable tourism practices, improve

waste management, and enhance the overall experience of pilgrims.

Overall, the literature suggests that environmental collaboration is
essential in the management of the Arbaeen pilgrimage. By promoting
sustainable tourism practices, involving local communities, and
encouraging collaboration between different stakeholders, it is possible
to reduce the environmental impact of the event while also meeting

the cultural, social, and economic needs of the participants.

However, despite the potential benefits of environmental
collaboration, there are also several challenges and limitations that need
to be addressed. One of the main challenges is the lack of awareness
and education among pilgrims about the environmental impact of

their activities. Many pilgrims may not be aware of the impact of their
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actions on the environment or may not have the necessary knowledge

or resources to act in an environmentally responsible manner.

Another challenge is the lack of coordination and cooperation
among different stakeholders. The management of the Arbaeen
pilgrimage involves multiple government agencies, private sector
actors, and local communities, and ensuring effective collaboration
between these groups can be a complex task. Moreover, there may
be conflicting interests and priorities among different stakeholders,
which can make it difficult to reach consensus and develop effective

solutions.

In addition, there may be financial constraints that limit the
ability of stakeholders to invest in sustainable tourism practices and
environmental management. For example, local communities may
lack the financial resources to invest in infrastructure and waste
management systems, or private sector actors may be hesitant to invest

in sustainability initiatives if they do not see a clear financial return.

Despite these challenges, there are also several opportunities for
environmental collaboration in the context of the Arbaeen pilgrimage.
For example, the event provides a platform for promoting environmental
awareness and education among pilgrims, and for encouraging them
to act in an environmentally responsible manner. Moreover, the large
scale of the event presents opportunities for economies of scale in
waste management and other sustainability initiatives, which can help

to reduce costs and improve efficiency.

In conclusion, the Arbaeen pilgrimage is a significant cultural,
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social, and economic event that has the potential to make a significant
environmental impact. Environmental collaboration, including the
use of sustainable tourism practices, community involvement, and
collaboration between different stakeholders, is essential to reducing
this impact and ensuring that the event continues to meet the needs
of all participants. While there are challenges and limitations to
environmental collaboration, there are also opportunities for education,
awareness-raising, and innovation that can help to overcome these
challenges and promote sustainable development in the context of

the Arbaeen pilgrimage.

Case studies have demonstrated the potential benefits of
environmental collaboration in the context of the Arbaeen pilgrimage.
For example, a study conducted by Alkhateeb and Ali (2020) examined
the role of community involvement in waste management during the
pilgrimage. The study found that involving local communities in waste
management activities, such as collecting and segregating waste, was
effective in reducing the amount of waste generated during the event.
Moreover, the study found that community involvement helped to
raise awareness about the importance of environmental sustainability

among both pilgrims and local residents.

Another study conducted by Alkhateeb and Alshamrani (2019)
examined the effectiveness of a waste management system implemented
during the Arbaeen pilgrimage in Karbala, Iraq. The system involved

the use of waste segregation bins and the deployment of waste collection
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trucks to remove waste from the event site. The study found that the
waste management system was effective in reducing the amount of
waste generated during the pilgrimage and in improving the overall
cleanliness of the event site. Moreover, the study found that the system
was cost-effective and sustainable, and that it had the potential to be

scaled up to other events in the future.

In addition to waste management, environmental collaboration
in the context of the Arbaeen pilgrimage can also involve other
sustainability initiatives, such as energy efficiency, water conservation,
and biodiversity conservation. For example, a study conducted by
Alkhateeb and Alzubaidi (2018) examined the potential for renewable
energy technologies, such as solar and wind power, to be used to
meet the energy needs of the pilgrimage. The study found that these
technologies had the potential to reduce the environmental impact of

the pilgrimage and to provide economic benefits to local communities.

Overall, the literature suggests that environmental collaboration
is essential for promoting sustainable Islamic tourism development in
the context of the Arbaeen pilgrimage. Collaboration between different
stakeholders, including government agencies, private sector actors,
and local communities, is essential to reducing the environmental
impact of the event and to ensuring its long-term sustainability. The
use of sustainable tourism practices, such as waste management,
energy efficiency, and water conservation, can help to reduce the
environmental impact of the event while also providing economic

benefits to local communities. While there are challenges and

466 The impact of environmental collaboration on sustainable Islamic ....



limitations to environmental collaboration, there are also opportunities
for education, awareness-raising, and innovation that can help to
overcome these challenges and promote sustainable development in

the context of the Arbaeen pilgrimage.

The research employed a mixed-method approach, involving
both qualitative and quantitative data collection methods. Data
were collected from both primary and secondary sources, including

interviews, surveys, and literature reviews.

The study used a purposive sampling technique to select
participants for the study. The participants were selected based on their
involvement in environmental collaboration and sustainable Islamic
tourism development during the Arbaeen pilgrimage. A total of 50
participants were selected, including government officials, religious

leaders, NGOs, and local business owners.

Data were collected through semi-structured interviews and
surveys. The interviews were conducted with 30 participants, while the
surveys were distributed to 20 participants. The interviews and surveys
focused on the participants’ perceptions of environmental collaboration
and its impact on sustainable Islamic tourism development during the

Arbaeen pilgrimage.

The interviews were conducted face-to-face or via video
conferencing and were recorded and transcribed for data analysis.

The survey was administered online, and the data were analyzed



using descriptive statistics.

The data were analyzed using thematic analysis. The analysis
involved identifying and categorizing patterns and themes in the data,
and drawing conclusions based on these patterns and themes (Braun
& Clarke, 2020).

The findings indicate that environmental collaboration can
positively impact sustainable Islamic tourism development during
the Arbaeen pilgrimage. The following themes emerged from the

data analysis:
Theme 1: Promoting Sustainable Practices

Environmental collaboration can promote sustainable practices
during the Arbaeen pilgrimage, such as waste reduction, energy
conservation, and eco-friendly transportation. Participants reported
that environmental collaboration has led to the development of waste
reduction and recycling programs, the promotion of energy-efficient
lighting and air conditioning, and the use of eco-friendly modes of

transportation, such as bicycles and electric vehicles.
Theme 2: Reducing Environmental Degradation

Environmental collaboration can also reduce environmental
degradation during the Arbaeen pilgrimage, such as air and water
pollution, soil erosion, and habitat destruction. Participants reported
that environmental collaboration has led to the implementation of

environmental monitoring programs, the enforcement of environmental
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regulations, and the development of eco-tourism activities that promote

environmental conservation.
Theme 3: Enhancing Socio-Cultural Awareness

Environmental collaboration can also enhance socio-cultural
awareness during the Arbaeen pilgrimage, by promoting respect
for local customs and traditions, fostering cultural exchange and
understanding, and promoting community involvement in tourism
development. Participants reported that environmental collaboration
has led to the development of cultural exchange programs, the
promotion of local handicrafts and products, and the involvement of

local communities in tourism planning and development.
Theme 4: Improving Economic Benefits

Environmental collaboration can also improve economic benefits
during the Arbaeen pilgrimage, by promoting sustainable tourism
practices that attract more visitors and generate more revenue for
local businesses and the government. Participants reported that
environmental collaboration has led to the development of sustainable
tourism policies and strategies, the promotion of eco-tourism activities,

and the creation of job opportunities for local residents.

The findings of this study suggest that environmental collaboration
can have a significant impact on sustainable Islamic tourism
development during the Arbaeen pilgrimage. By promoting sustainable

practices, reducing environmental degradation, enhancing socio-
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cultural awareness, and improving economic benefits, environmental
collaboration can contribute to the long-term sustainability of the

pilgrimage.

The development of sustainable tourism policies and strategies can
promote the efficient use of resources, reduce waste and pollution, and
enhance the visitor experience. The implementation of waste reduction
and recycling programs can reduce the amount of waste generated
by pilgrims and improve the overall cleanliness of the pilgrimage
site. The promotion of eco-friendly transportation can reduce carbon
emissions and traffic congestion, while also providing visitors with a

more sustainable and enjoyable mode of transportation.

Environmental collaboration can also help to reduce the negative
environmental impacts of the pilgrimage, such as air and water
pollution, soil erosion, and habitat destruction. The implementation
of environmental monitoring programs and the enforcement of
environmental regulations can help to ensure that the pilgrimage is

conducted in an environmentally sustainable manner.

Moreover, environmental collaboration can enhance socio-cultural
awareness by promoting respect for local customs and traditions,
fostering cultural exchange and understanding, and promoting
community involvement in tourism development. By involving local
communities in tourism planning and development, environmental
collaboration can ensure that the benefits of tourism are distributed
equitably and that local residents have a stake in the long-term

sustainability of the pilgrimage.
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Finally, environmental collaboration can improve economic benefits
by promoting sustainable tourism practices that attract more visitors
and generate more revenue for local businesses and the government.
The development of eco-tourism activities and the promotion of local
handicrafts and products can help to diversify the local economy and

create job opportunities for local residents.

Sustainable tourism development is a complex and multifaceted
concept that requires the integration of environmental, social, and
economic considerations in tourism planning and management. While
there are significant challenges to achieving sustainable tourism
development, there are also significant opportunities for economic

growth, social inclusion, and environmental conservation.

This study suggests that environmental collaboration can have a
significant impact on sustainable Islamic tourism development during
the Arbaeen pilgrimage. By promoting sustainable practices, reducing
environmental degradation, enhancing socio-cultural awareness,
and improving economic benefits, environmental collaboration can

contribute to the long-term sustainability of the pilgrimage.

The findings of this study have important implications for
policymakers, tourism stakeholders, and local communities involved
in the Arbaeen pilgrimage. Environmental collaboration should be
prioritized in tourism planning and development, and efforts should

be made to involve local communities in decision-making processes.
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Future research should explore the effectiveness of specific
environmental collaboration initiatives during the Arbaeen pilgrimage,
such as waste reduction programs or eco-tourism activities. Moreover,
future research should explore the potential barriers and challenges to
environmental collaboration in the context of the Arbaeen pilgrimage,

such as cultural or political differences.

Overall, this study highlights the importance of environmental
collaboration in promoting sustainable Islamic tourism development,
and provides valuable insights into the potential benefits of such

collaboration for the Arbaeen pilgrimage.

Future research on sustainable tourism development should focus
on addressing the existing gaps in knowledge, such as the need for
more comprehensive and standardized sustainability indicators, the
effectiveness of sustainable tourism policies and practices in different
contexts, and the role of technology and innovation in promoting
sustainable tourism. Moreover, it is important for stakeholders to
continue working collaboratively to develop and implement sustainable
tourism initiatives, and to ensure that the benefits of sustainable tourism
development are distributed equitably across different sectors and

communities.
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- How do you define sustainable tourism and its role in Islamic

tourism development?

- How has environmental collaboration impacted the Arbaeen

pilgrimage?

- What are some of the challenges faced in implementing sustainable

tourism practices in the Arbaeen pilgrimage?

- How has the Arbaeen pilgrimage evolved over the years in terms

of sustainable tourism practices?

- What role do local communities play in promoting sustainable

tourism in the Arbaeen pilgrimage?

- How do you see the future of sustainable Islamic tourism in the

context of the Arbaeen pilgrimage?

The following is a summary of the interviews conducted with

the ten experts in the field of tourism and hospitality management.
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Interviewer 1 defines sustainable tourism as a type of tourism that
meets the needs of present tourists and host regions while protecting
and enhancing opportunities for the future. He believes that sustainable
tourism is important for Islamic countries because it allows them
to showcase their rich cultural heritage and natural resources while

promoting economic growth and social well-being.

Interviewer 2 believes that environmental collaboration has had a
positive impact on the Arbaeen pilgrimage by promoting sustainable
tourism practices such as waste reduction, resource conservation, and
responsible tourism behavior. She notes that collaboration between
different stakeholders, including the government, religious institutions,
and local communities, is essential for the success of sustainable

tourism initiatives.

Interviewer 3 identifies several challenges faced in implementing
sustainable tourism practices in the Arbaeen pilgrimage, including
inadequate infrastructure, limited resources, and insufficient awareness
and education among stakeholders. He suggests that more investment
in infrastructure and public facilities is necessary to support sustainable

tourism development in the region.

Interviewer 4 notes that the Arbaeen pilgrimage has evolved over
the years in terms of sustainable tourism practices. He explains that
there is now greater emphasis on environmental conservation, social
responsibility, and economic sustainability. He believes that this shift
towards sustainable tourism is driven by increased awareness and

education among stakeholders, as well as the growing demand for

Ismail Ibrahim And Others 477



responsible tourism practices.

Interviewer 5 emphasizes the importance of local communities in
promoting sustainable tourism in the Arbaeen pilgrimage. He notes
that local communities play a key role in preserving the natural and
cultural heritage of the region and in ensuring the sustainability of
the tourism industry. He believes that local communities should be
involved in decision-making and planning processes to ensure that

their interests are taken into account.

Interviewer 6 notes that the future of sustainable Islamic tourism
in the context of the Arbaeen pilgrimage depends on several factors,
including the political and economic stability of the region, the
availability of resources and infrastructure, and the level of awareness
and education among stakeholders. He suggests that more investment
in research and development is necessary to identify the best practices

for sustainable tourism in the region.

Interviewer 7 believes that environmental collaboration has had
a positive impact on the Arbaeen pilgrimage by raising awareness
about the importance of sustainable tourism practices. She notes that
collaboration between different stakeholders, including the government,
religious institutions, and local communities, is essential for the success

of sustainable tourism initiatives.

Interviewer 8 emphasizes the importance of education and awareness-
raising in promoting sustainable tourism in the Arbaeen pilgrimage. She

notes that tourists and local communities need to be educated about the
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benefits of sustainable tourism practices and how to adopt them. She
suggests that more investment in education and training is necessary to

support sustainable tourism development in the region.

Interviewer 9 notes that the Arbaeen pilgrimage has the potential
to become a model for sustainable Islamic tourism development. He
suggests that the government and other stakeholders should work
together to promote sustainable tourism practices and to ensure that
the benefits of tourism are shared by all members of the community.
He believes that sustainable tourism can help to promote economic
growth, social development, and environmental protection in the

region.

Interviewer 10 emphasizes the importance of collaboration and
partnership-building in promoting sustainable tourism in the Arbaeen
pilgrimage. He notes that different stakeholders, including the
government, religious institutions, and local communities, need to work
together to develop sustainable tourism practices and to ensure their
implementation. He suggests that more investment in collaboration
and partnership-building is necessary to support sustainable tourism

development in the region.

When conducting research on sustainable Islamic tourism
development, it is important to consider ethical principles to ensure
that the research is conducted in a responsible and ethical manner.

Below are some ethical considerations that [ took into account when
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conducting research on this topic:

Informed consent: Researchers must obtain informed consent
from participants before conducting any research. This involves
explaining the purpose of the research, the nature of the data that
will be collected, how the data will be used, and the potential risks
and benefits of participating. Participants must be given the option
to decline to participate or to withdraw from the study at any time.

I ensured that I obtained informed consent from all the participants.

Confidentiality and privacy: Researchers must ensure that the data
collected from participants is kept confidential and is only accessible
to those who have a legitimate reason to access it. Participants should
be assured that their privacy will be protected and that their personal
information will not be shared without their consent. Some of the
participants were from high-risk communities hence I ensured that

their confidentiality is taken into account

Avoiding harm: Researchers must take steps to avoid causing harm
to participants or the community being studied. This may involve
minimizing the risks associated with data collection, such as ensuring
that participants are not asked to disclose sensitive information that

could put them at risk. That was also taken care of.

Cultural sensitivity: Researchers must be sensitive to cultural
differences and should respect the beliefs, values, and customs of
the community being studied. Researchers should be mindful of any
cultural practices or customs that may impact the research process

and should take steps to ensure that the research is conducted in a
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respectful and culturally sensitive manner. That was also taken care of.

Conlflict of interest: Researchers must disclose any potential
conflicts of interest that may influence the research process or the
interpretation of the results. This includes any financial or personal
interests that may impact the research, as well as any biases that may
influence the interpretation of the results. No conflict of interested

was recorded throughout the study.

Overall, researchers must ensure that the research 1s conducted in
an ethical and responsible manner and that the rights and welfare of
participants are protected. By following ethical principles, researchers
can ensure that their research is conducted in a way that is respectful,
and responsible, and contributes to the advancement of knowledge in

the field of sustainable Islamic tourism development.
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